Studying Sustainability in the Curriculum, Co-Curriculum, and Research: Examples
The left column contains examples of issues that may influence the social, environmental, and economic sustainability of systems.
The right column contains examples of the qualities of sustainable systems. Any examination of sustainability answers this question:
How do issues such as these.... Influence.......... sustainability........ as measured by these benchmarks?
goals
Equal opportunity for:
Education
Standard of living
Good health
Participation
Community
Social cohesion
Culture and history preservation
Accessibility
Livability
Individual
Respect
Diversity
Human rights
Awareness of sustainability

Resource use
Habitat preservation and land use
Pollution
Biodiversity and conservation
Soil, air and water quality
Environmental aesthetics
Long term profit orientation
Development of human capital
and resources
Stakeholder perspectives
Shareholder return
Triple bottom line accounting
True pricing
Risk management
Economic growth
Research and development
Wealth distribution

Just Society

Sound
Environment

Prosperous
Economy

Universal well-being
Universal human rights and equity
Democratic government
Democratic civil society

Wise use of renewable biological
and physical resources
Minimal use of non-renewable resources
Effective waste management

Many issues impact
more than one aspect of
sustainability. See next
page for examples.

Efficient use of natural, human, physical,
and intangible capital
Equitable distribution of wealth and
resources
Generalized capacity to create well-being
Efficient markets
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Sound
Environment

Some issues impact more than one
aspect of sustainability.

Wise use of renewable biological
and physical resources
Minimal use of non-renewable resources
Effective waste management

For example:
Environmental Justice affects both
Environmental Sustainability
and
Social Sustainability.
Climate Change affects all three aspects.

Environmental Justice
Environmental Policy
and Regulation
Environmental Crisis
Management

Resource Use Efficiency
Energy Use Efficiency
Pollution Prevention
Environmental Policy
and Regulation
Ecosystem Services
Climate Change
Intergenerational Justice

Just Society
Universal well-being
Universal human rights and equity
Democratic government
Democratic civil society

Fair Trade
Workers’ Rights
Business Ethics
Local Economies

Efficient use of natural, human, physical,
and intangible capital
Equitable distribution of wealth and
resources
Generalized capacity to create well-being
Efficient markets

www.hamline.edu/sites/sustainability

Hamline University 2015

